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NAB 2024: Voyage Audio to Showcase
Spatial Mic Dante's Broadcast Journey

From Recording Studio to The Big Game
Voyage Audio invites broadcasters, audio engineers, and technology
enthusiasts to explore the full capabilities of Spatial Mic Dante and its

impact on broadcasting.

Las Vegas, Nevada – Voyage Audio stands at the forefront of audio innovation, pioneering
solutions that transform how we experience sound in dynamic environments. Among recent
achievements, Spatial Mic Dante was selected for use at Super Bowl LVIII1 by Matt Coppedge,
A1 audio engineer for CBS Sports and two-time Emmy winner. The live broadcast from Las
Vegas, which averaged an astonishing 120.3 million viewers on CBS alone, stands as the
largest audience for a single-network telecast to date. Designed to capture soundscapes with
clarity and depth, Spatial Mic Dante has set new standards for live event broadcasting.

Graduating to Broadcast’s Biggest Games: A Test of Resilience
Shortly after Coppedge took delivery of his first Spatial Mic Dante, he embarked on a trial with
the microphone at the 2023 NBA All-Star Game and then for the SEC football season, where it
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faced the ultimate test against outdoor elements – a significant departure from the microphone’s
studio origins. Despite potential concerns about its ability to withstand outdoor weather
elements, the microphone excelled, showcasing exceptional resilience and maintaining
high-quality audio throughout the broadcasts.

Encouraged by this success and based on his
confidence in Spatial Mic Dante’s durability and
performance, Coppedge decided to expand the
microphone's use to Super Bowl LVIII in Las Vegas,
a decision underscored by Spatial Mic Dante’s
proven track record. "It held up beautifully. I didn't
see any issues as far as weatherproofing. So I
said, you know what? Let's see if I can push and
get a bunch more for the Super Bowl. And we did
and loved it," he shared. His decision to network
multiple units together for the Super Bowl,
simplified the audio setup, ensuring seamless,
comprehensive coverage for multiple locations.

When it comes to remote control over the
microphone, Spatial Mic Dante coupled with the
included MicNet Control application have been rock
solid for Coppedge, saying “the system hasn’t had any issues, integrates perfectly with Dante
Controller and has never had a problem with it.” Spatial Mic Dante's journey from SEC football
and the NBA All Star game, to the Super Bowl showcases its exceptional durability and audio
fidelity, proving its value in the arena of sports broadcasting.

Innovating for the Future of Broadcast
Spatial Mic Dante employs a multi capsule design to capture the entire soundfield. Colin Ritchie,
lead designer at Voyage Audio states that “a common misconception is that each capsule in the
array should be routed to its own surround channel. However, it’s important to understand that
the magic happens when you use the Voyage Audio software tools.” In the case of broadcast,
the MicNet Control application can be used to configure the output of Spatial Mic Dante itself.
The internal DSP takes care of any processing or time aligning that may have needed to be
done in the past. As Coppedge points out, “There are no phase issues with Spatial Mic Dante. I
can use just one mic to create the overall ambient bed of the environment without having to
time-align different point sources.”
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Let’s take a look at some of the other features that make Spatial Mic Dante standout in the world
of broadcast:

● Multi-Capsule Design: Eight high-quality microphone capsules strategically positioned
to capture audio with direction information, decoded internally within the mic or in post.

● Remote Control Capabilities: The MicNet Control application (pictured below) is used
for remote control and monitoring, allowing audio engineers to adjust settings over the
Dante Network.

● Dante Audio Networking & PoE: Plug-and-play compatibility with Dante audio
networks and PoE enables straightforward connectivity and interoperability with a wide
range of audio devices and systems.

● Embedded Digital Signal Processing: Spatial Mic Dante’s embedded processor allows
for remote control of the output format - on the fly adjustment of mono/stereo polar
patterns, ambisonics and surround sound feeds directly from the mic itself.

● Robust Construction & Mounting Flexibility: Designed to withstand the rigors of live
event broadcasting, the Spatial Mic Dante features a durable and rugged build quality,
making it suitable for deployment in diverse environments and weather conditions.

● Efficient Workflow: Streamlines the audio production workflow with efficient setup and
operation, empowering audio professionals to focus on capturing the essence of the
event without technical distractions.

From Stereo To Surround: Setup For Success
While Coppedge acknowledges that many regional sports networks still broadcast only in
stereo, he has been delivering broadcast mixes in 5.1 or ATMOS with stereo fold-down almost
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exclusively for the past 5 years. That doesn’t mean he only uses Spatial Mic Dante for his
surround sound bed - it depends on the situation.

For SEC college football games, Coppedge looks to use ambient mics along with Spatial Mic
Dante’s aimed at each of the marching bands. Coppedge is then able to remotely steer the
microphone polar pattern at each band to balance the mix. For example, if he’s getting too much
of the drum section, he may decide to change the pattern from omni to cardioid and change the
stereo spread. This is accomplished via the MicNet Control app running on a laptop computer
from the remote truck. With MicNet Control, Coppedge is able to control the microphone on the
fly, during the game without any interruption to audio quality - something not possible with
traditional analog microphones. He’s able to listen in real-time as he dials in the perfect virtual
microphone without any downsides.

Setting up for a professional basketball game presents another set of challenges. Often
mounting Spatial Mic Dante to the basket stanchions at either end of the court via a magnetic
arm, Coppedge is able to capture crowd and court audio with ease. When he works on college
basketball, he’s able to adjust the mics to capture the bands sitting in the stands.

Informed by his setup for past events, Coppedge sought to leverage Spatial Mic Dante at each
of the major Super Bowl sets - providing ambient audio for the pre-game, half-time and post
game shows. Again using the MicNet Control app
remotely in a broadcast truck, he this time configured
the mics for Surround Decoding mode, providing realism
to the ambient broadcast audio mix.

One of the Spatial Mic Dante microphones Coppedge
placed at the Super Bowl was used in sort of a “roving”
manner. It was set in one of the tunnels so that as the
teams were doing their walkouts, the audio matched the
camera shots and would track as players moved by the
microphone. In the past, a setup like this could take
upwards of 6 discrete microphones. Now a task which
would have taken a couple hours of mounting, cable
running and interfacing can be mic’d up with Spatial Mic
Dante and be ready to go in 5 minutes.

Coppedge was most excited about using Spatial Mic
Dante to mic up the Bellagio fountains. He recalled that
“it was awesome to hear because we had total control of the ambient sound coming from the
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fountains live on air. We could hear the splash of the water and it really brought the event
atmosphere right into people’s living rooms. It was really, really cool”

But the most important aspect of micing up live sporting events may be that Spatial Mic Dante
simply just sits there and does its job. It hears what we hear and at the end of the day,
Coppedge’s job is to bring the fans at home into the stadium - a task Spatial Mic Dante excels
at.

NAB 2024: Engage with the Future of Sound
At the upcoming NAB Show at the Las Vegas Convention Center, Voyage Audio is excited to
demonstrate Spatial Mic Dante's unparalleled capabilities firsthand. Attendees will have the
unique opportunity to explore how this cutting-edge microphone system has redefined live
sports broadcasting in the West Hall, Booth W3921CC at the PropelME pavilion.

For further information about Voyage Audio and Spatial Mic Dante, please visit
https://voyage.audio/spatialmic.

Contact Voyage Audio for more information: info@voyage.audio

About Voyage Audio

Voyage Audio was founded in San Diego, CA to design, build and market innovative microphones and
software for audio recording and production. With a rich history in electronics, music and over 30 years of
combined experience designing and building microphones, the Voyage Audio team has brought dozens
of products to market for major mic manufacturers, winning both Pro Audio Review and TEC awards.
Spatial Mic, their first product was named “Best of NAMM 2020” by multiple media outlets.

[1] Disclaimer: Voyage Audio and its products, including Spatial Mic Dante, are not officially affiliated
with, endorsed by, or sponsored by the National Football League (NFL), the Super Bowl, the National
Basketball Association (NBA), the Southeastern Conference (SEC), CBS Sports, or any other
organizations mentioned within this press release. All references to specific events, such as Super Bowl
LVIII, CBS, the 2023 NBA All-Star Game, and SEC football games, are made strictly to illustrate the
usage and capabilities of Spatial Mic Dante in various broadcast settings and do not imply any form of
partnership or endorsement. All trademarks and registered trademarks are the property of their respective
owners.
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